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About Curtin University Colombo
Curtin University Colombo is a global campus of Curtin University Australia, offering a world-class education in 
Business, Computing and Engineering - in the heart of Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

With a strong focus on academic excellence, industry connections and advanced facilities, Curtin University 
Colombo prepares students for global careers through innovative programs and an inclusive, vibrant campus 
community.

About Curtin University
Curtin University is an innovative global university with campuses in Australia, Dubai, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Colombo and Mauritius. We are known for our high-impact research, strong industry partnerships and 
commitment to preparing students for the jobs of the future.

Curtin is ranked in the top one per cent of universities worldwide in the Academic Ranking of World 
Universities (ARWU 2025). We are also ranked 183rd in the world for universities by the QS World University 
Rankings (QSWUR 2026).

Pursue world-class research and make a novel contribution to knowledge 
that creates real-world impact.
The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) at Curtin University is a research-intensive program designed for aspiring 
scholars, innovators and professionals who want to lead new thinking in their field. It equips you with advanced 
skills in inquiry, analysis and academic writing while empowering you to design and deliver a research project of 
international standing.

With strong supervision support from Curtin, and access to research networks across the globe, you'll become 
part of a collaborative research community addressing challenges that matter.

The program is ideal for professionals looking to deepen expertise, academics seeking faculty pathways, or 
innovators aiming to solve industry-specific problems through structured research.

You may have the opportunity to conduct research or attend conferences internationally, including research visits 
to Curtin's other campuses.

#12 in 
Australia
(QS World Ranking 2026)

5 Stars Plus
Curtin continues to achieve 
the highest QS Stars rating 
possible for a tertiary 
institution. (QS Stars 2025)

Top 1% in 
the world
Curtin ranks in the top 1% 
of universities worldwide. 
(ARWU 2025)
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Doctoral research at Curtin involves:

 

 

 

 

 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

Course duration Full-time study: minimum of two years and maximum of four years
Part-time study: minimum of four years and maximum of eight years

Fee AUD$ 9000 (Full-time/ per annum)       |      AUD$ 4500 (Part-time/ per annum)

Supervision A combination of supervisors from Curtin Perth and Curtin University Colombo will be allocated

Course essentials

Entry requirements

developing a substantial, original thesis that contributes new knowledge or offers innovative reinterpretations of existing concepts

demonstrating advanced expertise, critical thinking, and the ability to solve complex problems in your field

collaborating with academic or industry partners locally and globally

participating in research training, ethics workshops, and publishing opportunities

access to research infrastructure, travel support for conferences, and guidance throughout the candidacy process.

Academic

requirements

 

You must have completed a qualification demonstrating the capacity to undertake 
independent research. This includes one of the following:

   a bachelor degree with first-class or upper second class honours;
or
   a master degree requiring the completion of a publicly available thesis or research project; 
or
   a bachelor degree with additional postgraduate study, or a coursework master degree.

In exceptional circumstances, candidates who have been enrolled in a research master
degree for at least one semester may be considered, subject to approval by the Faculty 
Graduate Studies Committee.

English

requirements

 

All courses at Curtin University Colombo are delivered in English. You must demonstrate 
you have met English language proficiency through one of the following:

IELTS (International English Language Test System) with a minimum Overall score of 6.5 and a
minimum of 6.0 in Writing, Speaking, Listening and Reading bands OR other approved English 
proficiency tests can be found in curtin.edu/acccepted-english-tests
OR
Successful completion of tertiary studies from a recognised University, assessed by Curtin
University as comparable to the educational level of an Australian Bachelor of Master degree
in which Curtin recognise that English is the sole language of instructor 
OR
Other ways of meeting English can be found here: curtin.edu.au/study/applying/english-language-
requirements/accepted-english-qualifications
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This publication is correct as at May 2026 but is subject to change. In relation to courses Curtin University Colombo may change the
content delivery, assessment methods and tuiton fees; withdraw courses or limit enrolmnets; and vary other arranment,
including the academic area where courses are o�ered.

This publication contains general information only. Readers should consider how it applies to their personal circumstances and seek specific
advice. Subject to applicable law, Curtin University Colombo is not lia for anything done or not done in reliance on this publtion.

CRICOS Provider Code 00301J

This publication is for domestic applicant: Sri Lankan citizens and permanent residents. 

This publication is available in alternative formats on request.

Disclaimer and copyright


